
M E M O 
 
To: OEA-Retired Board of Directors  
From: Roger Rea, NSEA-Retired Vice President 
Re: Proposed change in bylaws for membership requirement  
Date: May 17, 2021 
 
NSEA and NSEA-Retired changed the requirements for membership in the retired organizations at the 
recent Delegate Assembly.  The new bylaws language will be effective in September 2021.  I recommend 
that OEA-Retired adopt similar language in their bylaws regarding membership requirements.  This 
memo modifies the original language (distributed on May 12th) to include more potential members by 
specifying that retirees who were qualified for active membership in NSEA while they were working 
would be eligible for membership in OEA-Retired.  See the rationale below the new language for more 
information.  The language that was adopted for NSEA-Retired membership is: 
 

NSEA-Retired membership shall be open to any NSEA member who has retired and reached the 
age of forty-five (45) years or more, or an individual who is eligible to receive benefits under a 
school employee retirement system in Nebraska or another state and who was employed for at 
least five (5) years in a position that qualified them for Active membership but is no longer so 
employed.   

 
The current language for membership requirements in OEA-Retired is in Article IV, Section 1, and states: 
 
 

ARTICLE IV - MEMBERSHIP 
 
Section 1 Membership will be open to retired educators who were members of the United 

Education Profession at the time of their retirement. 
 
I recommend adopting this new language: 
 
Section 1 Membership will be open to retired educators who are eligible to receive benefits 

under the Omaha School Employees’ Retirement System and who were members 
of the United Education Profession at the time of their retirement. employed for at 
least five (5) years in a position that qualified them for active membership in OEA 
NSEA but are no longer so employed. 

 
Rationale:  This change will make membership requirements for OEA-Retired congruent with the 
membership requirements for NSEA-Retired.  It will also allow OEA-Retired to enroll any OSERS retiree, 
not just those who were eligible for membership in OEA.  That increases the potential “pool of 
membership” to include any retired classified employee or administrator. 
 
OEA-Retired Bylaws stipulate that changes in the bylaws must be discussed at one Board meeting, and 
passed by a two-thirds majority vote of the Board at a subsequent meeting.  Since our next Board 
meeting will be in August (the normal planning session) I recommend that the effective date for this 
bylaws change be set for September 1, 2021. 
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